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…on Travelling

Our Youth Today. Our Future Tomorrow  

Diwali Dinner and Dance (Over 18s) 
Date:  21st November 2009  
Where:  Laguna Banqueting Suite, 

Park Royal 
Contact: Roopal: 07960176971/  

youth.president@navnat.com 
Details: See page 3 

 
Weekly Sports 

Date:  Every Wednesday 
Where:  Navnat Hall, Hayes 
What:  Sports! 
Time: 8-10pm 
Contact:  Rikesh/Sachin – 

07932376361/ 07951169236   
sports@navnat.com 

Details:  See page 3 

November  2009

Navratri 2009 – For more pics, see page 4

 Important NYA Contact Details 
President    - Roopal Mehta -  07960176971 / youth.president@navnat.com 
Membership Secretary - Sachhin Kothari -  07951223023 / youth.membership@navnat.com 
PR Officer    - Amisha Shah -  07904708314 / youth@navnat.com 
Treasurer    - Amit Lathia -   07814001907 / youth.treasurer@navnat.com 
Secretary    - Avni Shah -  07825314548 / youth.president@navnat.com 

Letter from the Editor 
“The World is a book, and those who do not travel read only a 
page.”…so said Saint Augustine, the Theologian.  
 
Whether you are backpacking or holidaying, for excitement or for 
relaxation, most of us enjoy travelling to a different part of the 
world. We often don’t realise how much we learn during such 
trips until afterwards. For the backpacker, the first taste of total 
independence can be overwhelming but ultimately rewarding. For 
the seasoned holidayer, you can learn more about the people 
you are with on holiday than at any other time. 
 
Backpacking is not for everyone, but whether they liked it or not 
at the time, most will say the experience they gained was 
invaluable. See how backpacking during the university holidays 
compared with taking 6 months out to travel the world (Page 5).  
 
Given that you have to put up with another person 24/7 when on 
holiday/backpacking with them, surely it is the best way to learn 
all about the person you want to marry. However, one of the 
quirks of Indian society is the complete no-go area of travelling 
with a boyfriend/girlfriend before marriage, even if you are in a 
serious relationship. Read The Debate on pages 6 and 7, to see 
how the issue divides the youth as well. 
 
Planning a chilled-out evening, but not sure what film to watch? 
Culture Vultures gives you a review of Kambakkht Ishq, page 8. 
Also see whether Dan Brown’s new book, The Lost Symbol, 
page 8 blew his previous books out of the water.  
 
Find out the latest Bollywood gossip on Page 9 with Rumour 
Has It and impress your other half/friends with a easy to make 
Paneer Subzi, page 9. 
 
Get tips, hints and an idea of the travel opportunities you can 
have by being a Corporate Solicitor (Pages 10 and 11).    
 
Remember the page references are to the online full length 
Focus. Log on at www.navnat.com and head to the NYA page. 
 
Contribute your views on the article topics on our NYA Fanpage 
on Facebook. Give us your feedback on the Focus. Is it what you 
expect, what you want? Text/call me on 07912510052, email me 
at youth.publisher@navnat.com or post your views on the NYA 
Fanpage on Facebook.  Yours, Sagar Kothari
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The NYA 
Committee (cont.) 
Sports Assistant – Mitesh 
Mehta 

Hi, I have just completed my 
GCSE’s and am entering A-
Levels.  My interests mainly 
lie in playing such sports as 
cricket, badminton, football, 
etc. which prompted me to 
attach myself to the sporting activities of NYA. 
I joined NYA because I thought it is a very 
good organisation to encourage the youth to 
participate in various activities which help to 
develop their social skills, and this is exactly 
what I hope to achieve. 
 
Sports Assistant – Monik 
Udani 

Hey, I am 16 years old and 
about to start my first year 
of A-Levels. I thought I 
could put my enthusiasm in 
sports and my friendly 
nature to good use by helping in the 
community. Being in the committee will allow 
me to socialise with people in our community 
and will let me find out what other sports we 
can make happen in Navnat. I am really 
excited about joining the NYA because I think 
it give me a great opportunity to give and gain 
knowledge and understanding of our 
community. I am looking forward for my first 
year in the committee and hoping to help out 
as much as I can. 
 
Trustee - Komal Bakhai 

I have been on the NYA 
committee for two years, in the 
first year I took the post of 
secretary and the following year 
had the honour of leading the 
committee as president. Following significant 
personal commitments this year I decided to 
take on the role as Trustee. I hope to be able 
to advise and guide the present committee to 

continue to take NYA to new heights. I hope to 
be able to support those new to the NYA to 
see the merit in what we do and face 
upcoming challenges. Most of all I hope to 
continue to add value to our community and 
what our youth can learn and provide. I am 
sure it will be another successful year! 

Trustee – Urvi Vora 
After 3 years on the committee, 
I've decided to step down this 
year to concentrate on other 
pursuits. However, I've 
thoroughly enjoyed being part of 
the team and as a result decided to stay on as 
a trustee, thus taking on more of a supportive 
role. With a brand new committee on board, 
the enthusiasm they all have is highly 
contagious so I'd encourage you all to get 
involved and support them in all their new 
endeavours. I look forward to seeing the new 
heights they bring NYA to this year. 
 

Co-Opt Member – Sejal 
Parekh 

I joined the committee to take 
more active part in Navnat as 
over the years i have attended 
many functions and events 
with them. I therefore thought it would be a 
great way to give something back to my 
community. 

Co-Opt Member – Prijal 
Shah 

Jai Jinendra, I have been in 
the committee for nearly 3 
years. Not only is Navnat 
Youth a good way of 
interacting and meeting people but also to 
make everyone in our community enjoy the 
hard work and effort that is put into bringing 
everyone together. I look forward to a great 
year with NYA and hope to see you all soon. 
This year's events will be bigger and better 
than last year's, so don't miss out! 
 
We are also fortunate to have on the 
committee Chirag Bajaria as Trustee and 
Kunal Mehta as Sports Assistant. 
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If you want to perform, 
YOU NEED TO REGISTER  

DEADLINE FOR 
REGISTRATION: 

30 November 2009 

SHOW DATE: Saturday 20 March 2010 

Can you SING…or 
DANCE……or have 

another TALENT…… 
 

Want to ACT, or strut up a 
catwalk in a FASHION 

SHOW? 

If you don’t have a group but 
want to take part, or you do 
have a group and want to 

perform together or just want to 
perform solo, contact us! 

TO REGISTER or for MORE 
INFORMATION: 

 
Contact Roopal Mehta on 

07960176971 / 
youth.president@navnat.com 

We want YOU! 

YYoouu  nneeeedd  ttoo  RReeggiisstteerr  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  
wwaanntt  ttoo  ddoo  bbyy  3300  NNoovv  22000099  

AA  jjooiinntt  NNVVAA,,  NNYYAA  aanndd  NNVVBBSS  pprroodduuccttiioonn  
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There was a huge turnout at Pritibhojan this year, with loads of people signing up to NYA, making the 
most of the free health checkups and the delicious food  

Committee members 
striking a pose! 

Winner of the 
competition… 

congratulations 

Lots of wonderful saris, 
and dancing 

Navratri was heaving this year, the music was great and so many young people turned up 
to make the most of the eleven days of garba and dandia 
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Who said summer holidays were boring?! I definitely recommend going backpacking, for however 
long, on your own or with a friend. Don't worry if you go by yourself or don’t plan anything. 

Unexpectedly being on my own for a week in Argentina (Iguazu Falls…amazing!) without pre-
planning anything was terrifying, but getting through it gave me the confidence to know I could 

handle most situations.  
 

Although seeing the sights everywhere is amazing, the best thing is the personal experiences you 
get through meeting local people and foreign travellers. Having a backpack on your back means 
you are treated so differently from holiday-makers. Would I have gone to Turkey (10 days) on 

holiday? Yes, But would I have had the chance to discuss Turkish politics with a local, or be told 
“treat this like your house” or get lost while attempting to do a hill walk, and have to be guided 

along the (very, very) narrow top of a hill by a random mountain shepherd to safety? Probably not. 
  

Backpacking means you can do things and see places you wouldn’t normally holiday to. Eastern 
Europe (interrailing through 7 countries in 2 weeks) was really hectic, but bullet-ridden Sarajevo 

stands out, where I got to hear about growing up through the war from a survivor. One of my 
favourite experiences has been Auschwitz, which was incredibly haunting and really captures the 
horrors of the war, even now. I would say it is the one place everyone should visit, to get a sense 
of the horrors that man can do to man. “The Killing Fields” (Cambodia, while backpacking round 
Thailand and Cambodia for four weeks) was equally emotional, and it really is worth going to see 
how an ideology can go so horribly wrong. It is at these places that I really felt a sense of history, 

and it did make me want to read up about what had happened and why. You get filled with a 
longing to understand how such cruel things can happen in our world. 

 
Or you can just chill and enjoy the culture. Argentina had everything, from a day of wine-tasting in 

Mendoza, whale-watching in Puerto Madryn, horse-back riding 
through snowy mountains in picture-perfect Barriloche, to just 
having a local beer in Salta. In Poland, we spent an evening 

drinking at a local brewery, and In Turkey, I slept in a cave and 
saw the rock formations which inspired Gaudi. Backpacking is 
also a great way to visit the best parties around the world. In 

Thailand, we planned our trip such that we arrived at Ko 
Phangan for the “Full Moon Party”. The party itself was 

incredible, and we went with people we had met during our 
travels around Thailand, which made it more fun. 

 
The most fun was the ease with which you can mingle with 

fellow backpackers from different countries. You are all in the 
same position, so its easy to just go up to them and start chatting. This is how you can end up on 

nights out with people you have just met, often deciding to spend a few days with them.  The 
problem with travelling during university holidays is that just as you are getting into socialising, you 
have to move on to a new place, as you don’t have time to waste. Also you want to pack so much 

in that you often come back home feeling like you need a proper holiday! 
 

Do your research on hostels (hostelworld.com ) and you can get great ones (Siem Reap Hostel in 
Cambodia has an indoor swimming pool!) There are always people who will try to con you, so have 

a guidebook with you (Lonely Planet is my favourite) and keep your eyes open.  
 

I would definitely recommend backpacking during your university holidays, even if only once in 
your life…You have two-three months every year, so why not go somewhere and not only really 
experience the local culture and people, the best parties and the local food and drink, but also 

increase your confidence and gain some amazing memories. 

Getting up close and 
personal with tigers in 

Thailand 
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The Debate: Travelling with your partner…before 
marriage 

Going travelling with someone is one of the best ways to get to know them, it can make or break 
friendships. In the context of a long-term serious relationship, where both people have got to know each 
other’s parents, what better way to prepare for spending one’s life with the other than to go travelling 
together? There is a reluctance in letting one’s child go travelling with a potential partner. Here, two 

youth members put across their opposing views on whether it should be allowed or not 
 

No, it should not be allowed 
I personally do not think our culture should encourage youngsters to go travelling, or on holiday, with your 
partner-to-be before marriage. The values that form the backbone of our society are family and reputation. 
From a practical point of view, our culture of valuing marriage is what keeps our families close and our 
communities working. By going on holiday before marriage, the institution of marriage is being devalued. 
Nowadays, with young couples spending as much time together as possible prior to marriage, it is nice to 
think that there is something to look forward to after marriage, the opportunity to find out that last 10% about 
your partner that you did not know about before. It means that the institution of marriage will continue from 
generation to generation and the specialness we place on marriage, on  the symbolism of marriage, will 
continue. 

From a cultural point of view, however much people may think they will not break up, lots of relationships that 
occur when young can go on to break up when both people start working or just as they get older. The boy 
and girl may then start thinking about being introduced to other boys and girls in the community in the hope 
of finding someone they like. It is well-known that adults will view having been on holiday with someone as 
not a good thing. However, in the boy’s case most people will dismiss it. In the girl’s case, it will be a deal-
breaker. However much we do not like it, it is there, and it is something we, and the families of that girl have 
to deal with. So I can understand why the girl’s parents would be hesitant to let their daughter go abroad, 
even if in a long-term relationship. Further than that, one of the subtleties of our culture is that boys who are 
being introduced to girls will act as if they have no problem with a girl having been on holiday with someone 
alone. When it comes down to it though, even if they have done the same thing, a lot of them will jump to 
conclusions and make assumptions about that girl. It is not just the adults that do this. Until boys get rid of 
their pride over this, for a girl it is easier in the long run, and actually a method of self-protection , not to go on 
holiday alone with the boy.  

Finally, again, coming back to a practical point of view, spending 24/7 with someone can lead to problems. 
When you are going out, even in a long-term relationship, these small problems can be exaggerated when 
on holiday or travelling together, as you will always be in each others pockets. Often, what is something very 
small can lead to huge rows because you are not mature enough to deal with it, and the easy way out is just 
to break up or you will just continue fighting. Waiting till marriage can avoid lots of this unnecessary 
heartache. When you are married, you both know that there is something binding you together, and that you 
cannot walk away quite so easily. You will work at that problem, and not let it become bigger than what it 
should be. It means that you can have a better time without worrying constantly about how you come across 
to your partner-to-be.  

It is easy to dismiss my view as old-fashioned, but actually what I like about our culture living in the West is 
that we get the best of both worlds. We get freedom, and we enjoy that freedom, but at the same time, it is 
important to maintain cultural traditions. This is one of those traditions which has held our communities 
together for generations, and which separates us from so many western people. It is nice, in my opinion, to 
hold on to that for as long as we can. 

See next page for a youth member giving a different opinion 

What do you think? Email me at youth.publisher@navnat.com….I can publish your view 
anonymously or with your name 
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The Debate: Yes it should be allowed 
You’ve met the parents, chilled with the family, your partner’s met your family, and everything’s movingly along 
well. Marriage is still a distant prospect, due to you still needing to complete your qualifications, settling into your 
job. And then you ask that naive question…..“Dear, I want to go travelling, see the world, why don’t we go 
together?” ….generally met with shock horror…”no way! My parents would never allow it!” Even the most liberal 
parents have a problem with letting their children go travelling together before marriage. 

This is the catch-22….people will say you can’t go away till marriage...but you generally don’t get married till 
you’ve settled into work, become qualified, had a big, (normally) expensive wedding. By then, you are on the 
career ladder, you want to buy a house to move into, and your employer won’t look to kindly to being told you’re 
disappearing for 6 months around the world, because “now, you’re married and you can!”  

So do you wait till you get married and the hope you can see the world? No doubt, you can go alone, or find a 
friend to share the experiences, leaving your partner at home (I’m sure they’ll be happy!!), but why can’t you 
experience scuba-diving with them, walk the Inca trail, or sample the fine wines of Australia, heightening each 
experience by being with the person whose company you enjoy the most? The same problem occurs when 
suggesting going on holiday together while you are working. All you want to do is spend some quality time 
together, away from the pressures of work and home, somewhere to relax completely. A day-trip to Cambridge 
just won’t cut it! 

I understand the concerns of parents, the double-edged sword that actually they are just trying to protect their 
child. A lot of Indian culture is, rightly, based on reputation and a person’s well-being. What happens if you go 
travelling and break up later? What will society think of you? Despite you saying you won’t break up, it is always 
possible. And if you do break-up, and decide to be introduced to potential partners, what will they think…and 
what will their families think? This does happen, and, unfairly, there does exist a double-standard in our culture. If 
guys have been away, it is overlooked with ”chale, he’s such a good boy”. With girls, they are unfairly 
stigmatized. 

My view is that, apart from a small minority, even when being introduced to someone, most youth will not judge 
someone on that basis. If the girl has been away with someone as part of a long-term relationship she had e.g. 
between the ages of 18 and 22, then so be it. She was in a long term relationship, and was doing what was right 
at the time. The likelihood is, the guy will also have been away. It is normally the adults who make assumptions 
and associate the character of the girl/boy with merely the fact that they went on holiday with someone, of 
course, because in their time, that’s what it may have meant. No doubt, if one person has been away with 
someone, and the other hasn’t, it will be harder to overcome. But it shouldn’t be a deal breaker – it merely 
means they both have to work harder at making the relationship work. 

This unfortunate stigma has other consequences too. It means that a lot of the time, children won’t tell their 
parents what they are getting up to, especially when at university. Suddenly, “oh I’m going on holiday with ten 
friends” is in reality a trip away, just couples. This breaks the trust between parents and their kids…is it right to 
lie? Absolutely not. But are you protecting your parents by not telling the truth to them….a lot of people will say 
yes, because of the reaction their parents may have. This then has the unintended consequence of provoking 
the stigma…next time those parents hear of another child going away, they’ll “tut tut”. If they knew their own child 
had also gone away, they would be more understanding.  

In times gone by, going on holiday with someone alone was unheard of. But now, with so many love marriages, 
why not let partners-to-be see amazing things around the world while young and carefree? We all like to think we 
have bought our children up well-mannered and culturally aware. We have to learn to trust them, to trust that if 
they want to go on holiday with someone, they are serious and have not taken the decision lightly. We can give 
advice to them, but we should be able to be approachable as well. 

Of course, I do not advocate going on holiday with just anyone. This opinion is based firmly in the context of a 
long-term relationship. The intention has to be to stay together forever. It is difficult to find the balancing line, but, 
if children want to go away with their partners-to-be, most often it won’t stop them that their parents are “old-
fashioned”. In my opinion, if we, as a society, don’t become more aware, and if we don’t move with the times, we 
will breed a culture of secrecy and stigma, and we will let our youth miss out on many, many happy memories.
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  Shilpa & Raj Wedding Plans: Finally the couple have fixed a date for their wedding. Bollywood’s beautiful 
Shilpa Shetty will be marrying beau Raj Kundra on Nov 22 in Khanadala at her friend 
Kiran Bawa’s bungalow.  But will Shilpa’s little sister Shamita attend the wedding? 
Shamita is in the custody of “Bigg Boss” house (a reality show on channel Sony) and is 
not at all aware about Shilpa’s wedding progress. The wedding is a private affair to be 
attended by family members and close friends. Industry personnel are not invited, but 
they will surely have a grand reception in Mumbai in late November. 

Ranbir-Deepika’s split: Since the rumours about Ranbir Kapoor and Deepika Padukone’s break-up started 
flowing, people started speculating about many different reasons behind it. Well the reason is definitely not the 
cracking chemistry of Ranbir with co-star Katrina Kaif or Neetu Kapoor’s unhappiness towards the relationship. 
Here we can give you the real reason behind it. The young Kapoor is hot property now in the industry and he is a 
natural charmer of women. The news of Ranbir’s flirtations reached Deepika through her friends with a little bit 
added masala. That’s when Deepika decided to part her ways from the actor. Serious about the relationship, 
Deepika for sometime had told Ranbir to change his ways. In fact, to put 100 per cent into the relationship from 
her side, she had even broke her ties with her good friends Nihar Pandya and Yuvraaj Singh. However the same 
was not happening from Ranbir’s side. He was still being friendly with Nandita Mahtani and many other girls. Poor 
Deepika! 

SRK vs Salman – Friends, or not? Last year on Katrina Kaif’s birthday party, clashes between Salman Khan 
and Shah Rukh Khan put many industry personalities into an uncomfortable position. The reason of their fight is 
now known to every one; Salman’s ex-girlfriend, Aishwarya Rai. Other Bollywood personalities from the party 
were also divided on this issue. Some of them like Rani Mukerji and Farah Khan tried to act as peacemaker, but 
nothing worked. However everyone may now be able to breathe a sigh of relief as both of them may appear on a 
reality show together. 

 

 

 

 

Quick and easy to make, this tasty subzi is the perfect choice when you need to rustle up a delicious meal within 
minutes 

Cooking Time : 5 mins 
Preparation Time : 10 mins. 
Serves 4 
 
Ingredients 
3 cups paneer (cottage cheese), cut into 1" cubes 
2 tomatoes 
1 cup capsicum, cut into 1" long strips  
1 tsp jeera seeds (optional)   
2 tsp cumin  
1 tbsp coriander (dhania) seeds   
2 tbsp oil 
3 whole dry red chillies, broken into pieces 
Salt to taste 

• Cut tomatoes into 1" strips and remove the 
seeds; 

• Roast the coriander seeds, jeera seeds and 
red chillies and grind coarsely or pound to a 
powder in a pestle and mortar; 

• Heat the oil in a pan and add the cumin 
seeds; 

• When they crackle, add the capsicum strips 
and sauté until just softening; 

• Add the coriander, red chilli powder and salt 
and sauté for about ten second; 

• Add the paneer and tomato pieces, mix 
gently and cook until the paneer is cooked; 

• Serve hot.

Do you have a recipe to be published? If so, email 
me 
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Starring: Akshay Kumar, Kareena Kapoor, Aftab Shivdasani, Amrita Arora 

Directed by: Sabbir Khan   Produced by: Sajid Nadiadwala 
Running Time: 135 minutes 
 

The focus here is on the entertainment quotient. There are moments 
when you laugh so uncontrollably that it gets embarrassing and there 

are times when you continue smiling, even during the most ordinary scenes.  But the film dips in its 
second hour because you expect it to be as funny as the first hour, but it changes tracks and gets 
emotional. Things would've gone wrong had the end stumbled and fumbled, but it doesn't. The finale, in 
fact, takes the film back to the level that one expects from a film of this magnitude. Overall I would say 
Kambakkht Ishq offers you value for time and also, value for money. It offers loads of entertainment and 
loads of glamour in those 135 minutes, from start to end. Sure, there are blemishes, but they're trivial 
when you look at the larger picture. When the emotional angle comes up, the mood suddenly shifts 
from laughter to sadness. The makers may argue that a twist in the tale is justified from the writing point 
of view, since the emotional track is vital for any love story, but the fact remains that because of the 
sudden shift, the entertainment factor which was so apparent in the first half gets a bit lost. Regardless, 
this is a film that I would recommend watching.  

 

Book Review: The Lost Symbol – by Dan Brown 

Dan Brown’s latest book is very much in the same vein as his previous ones, dealing 
with symbols, codes and a huge discovery at the end of the trail. The hero in his 
previous books, Robert Langdon is once again at the centre of the storm, this time 
having been picked out by the villain as the man to lead the breaking of the code. 
The plot essentially involves a race against time, Langdon having to break the code 
to reveal the greatest Masonic secret, which will unleash mankind’s inner potential. 
As always, it is a page-turner, the layers of codes and historical references are very 

interesting and there are a few twists in the book which catch you unawares. 

Although Brown tries to imbue Langdon with a personality, he doesn’t really succeed. Langdon’s subtle 
love interest never really develops and it was quite frustrating that someone who is apparently as 
clever, as him refused to accept that the villain was more than just a “lunatic”, especially given what has 
happened to him in the past. These are the things which means that you never really quite care what 
happens to him. 

As expected with Brown, the book itself is not as well written as it could be, but in the end it doesn’t 
matter. The plot is good, and you do want to see what happens. It may mean you flick over large 
sections of the book which are purely historical/factual, but Brown does explore interesting topics. He 
makes it quite accessible to all cultures, referencing the Vedas and Bhagwad Gita as well as the Bible. 
This book actually did make me think a great deal about how we see God, how different religions could 
possibly have the same message and about the potential of humans.  

I would recommend it as a read, because it explores interesting topics within a page-turner, however, I 
think the long explanations dotted within the book mean you do lose interest at times and as a result, it 
doesn’t contain as much suspense or enjoyment as his earlier books. 



Entry requirements

A Levels – generally 
requires AAB or AAA

University – requires 
2:1 overall, but also 
2:1 in first year to get 
a vac scheme

LPC – generally need 
to pass (40%), 
although certain firms 
have their own 
requirements

Further studying? -
No

Day-to-Day
The nature of a corporate city law firm means you will always be involved in large, often 
global, transactions, involving well-known companies which are involved in multi-million 
pound transactions. The transactions can happen across many different countries and 

have a variety of different aspects. 

The role of a lawyer now demands not only legal thinking, but also commercial thinking. 
Clients want you to understand how their business works and what concerns they have, 
and this means you have to not only concentrate on the legal aspects of a deal, but also 

must be involved in the business aspects as well.

As a trainee, your day to day depends what department you are in. Work can vary from 
proof-reading, researching the law, drafting the contracts for the transactions, 

negotiating points in the contracts with the other lawyers, contacting the client for 
documents, writing notes of advice, contacting lawyers in other countries, helping 

prepare for signing of the deal etc

As you qualify and become more senior, your responsibilities increase. Eventually, you 
will take over drafting and negotiating the key documents, structuring transactions and 

running the deals.

Travel Opportunities

If working for a 
global firm: you have 
many opportunities for 
travelling. You can 
spend up to 4 or 6 
months working at an 
abroad office. 

Generally, you can 
apply to spend 6 
months in Hong Kong, 
Madrid, Sao Paolo, 
New York, Lisbon, 
China, Singapore, 
Dubai, Tokyo, Paris, 
Germany

Type of work Corporate 
city law firms do:

Banking, Corporate, 
Pensions, Tax, IP 

(patents/trademarks), 
Real Estate, Finance 

(Bonds), Asset Finance, 
Litigation etc

For other types of law, 
there are other types of 

firms – ensure you know 
who you are applying to

Why I became a corporate solicitor
I became interested in the law through reading John Grisham 
when I was young. As I grew up, I realised that being a lawyer 
wasn’t anything like being in a mafia thriller, or shouting “You 
can’t handle the truth!”, but my interest in the legal system, in 
using language and in analysing and solving problems never 
disappeared. At university, although I didn’t enjoy some 
modules very much, when I worked through the year and was 
on top of the work and huge amount of reading, I loved 
studying my modules. 

Working as a lawyer can sound very dull to those not 
interested in it, but as long as you enjoy reading and problem 
solving, it can be very challenging and enjoyable. Working in 
a law firm means that you can get involved in the thrill of 
working on a big deal, involving famous names, or just enjoy 
pouring through legislation. 

The challenge
“We want to purchase this company…what is the best 

way to do this, and is it possible within the law?

“The contract says this, but what does it actually mean, 
and how likely is it to hold up in a court?”

Do you want to advise the leading clients in the 
business world, organising, negotiating and 

documenting market-leading  business deals?

Do you want the opportunity to spend at least 6 months 
working and living abroad?

Extra activities at 
law firm:

Law firms are kind 
of like mini colleges. 

You can get 
involved in sports 

teams, the gym and 
many other 

societies. Most firms 
will encourage 

having a work-life 
balance. 

Disadvantages
The hours are a killer –
long and unpredictable, 
means you can’t often 
make plans during the 
week

The responsibility you 
get at the beginning 
can vary depending on 
firm and supervisor

The work you can do 
can be boring if you 
don’t like that particular 
department

by Sagar Kothari, who completed the LLB at King’s College, London, did the firm-specific LPC at 
College of Law and is currently in his second year of his training contract at Linklaters LLP, a global city 
law firm



At University

o Go to law fairs and law presentations – try to speak to HR, they do 
remember faces

o Apply to events which give you access to the law firms e.g. 
Eversheds Big Deal, Legal Chances Events

o Do extra-curricular activities – languages, sports, anything which 
shows your teamwork/leadership etc skills

o Mooting – get involved in mooting and debating (if you can, as part 
of a competition) – even if you do it only a few times, it is fun, 
interesting and looks great on your CV

o Pick modules which will interest you – there’s nothing worse than 
spending a term/year doing something which you find boring

Extra useful materials
Lawyer2B
Lawcareers.net

Interview Tips for Training 
Contracts/Vac Schemes

Know what “commercial awareness” is 
and ensure you can demonstrate how 
you have gained it

Read the Times Business or FT twice a 
week for a month prior to interview and 
pick one or two recent business stories 
which other candidates may not go for 
(i.e. non obvious ones) and consider 
commercial and legal aspects

Look on website of the company, pick 
out 2 recent deals they have done and 
research them so you know the 
commercial and legal aspects

Know the different sectors and 
departments which the firm specialise 
in

Don’t be afraid to explain your 
achievements

Ensure you look through your 
application prior to interview and have 
different answers to the same questions 
on the application form

Vac Schemes

These are paid internships over the summer of your second year 
(LLB) or third year (non-law degree). They are a great way for the firm 
to find out about you, and for you to find out whether you would fit in 

and be happy. Applications tend to open in October/November – make 
sure you know the deadlines. Get your applications in as early as 

possible, as firms do not generally wait before making offers.

On the vac scheme, talk as much to the trainees as possible to get an 
idea about the work. Always appear keen. By all means make the 

most of the free drinks and food, but remember, you are on show at all 
times. Try and get business cards, and ask questions – ppl generally 

won’t mind explaining the work to you.

I did two vac schemes, one at a magic circle firm, and one at a niche 
firm. This helped me to decide what type of firm (big vs small) I 

enjoyed and gave me an idea of what firms to apply to for a training 
contract

The route in

Degree: You can either do a law degree or a non-law degree and then 
a law conversion course (GDL). Each is as valuable as the other, and 
firms do not discriminate between the two. Then you must do the 
Legal Practice Course (LPC). Finally you must complete two years of 
training and then you will be a qualified solicitor.

The GDL and LPC cost approx £7,000 each, however, if you get a 
training contract prior to starting the course, the firm will normally 
sponsor you and pay you a cost of living grant.

There is no studying required while training or thereafter

The training contract: you will spend 4 or 6 months in different 
departments for two years. You can often go to a client or abroad for 
one or two 4 or 6 month stint.

It is very competitive to be accepted for a law degree, and then it is 
even more competitive to obtain a training contract. It is best to start 
thinking about a training contract as soon as you enter university, and 
do activities which will prove you to be all rounded and which will look 
good on your CV.

The type of person you need to 
be
• Enjoy working as part of a team
• Don’t mind working long hours
• Enjoy reading and writing
• Analytical and have attention to 
detail
• Good communicator
•Ability to work under pressure

Important: If you have an 
interest in this career, want to 
know more, want advice as to 
training contracts etc, or are a 

fellow solicitor and want to 
network, please get in touch

youth.publisher@navnat.com

Potential Earnings:

Training contract – upto £43,000

Qualification – upto £62,000

3 years post qualification – upto £90,000

Work/Life Balance

You will work long hours. Expect it. But you will be paid 
well. However, firms are now actively seeking to make 
work/life balance better, providing lots of facilities in the 
workplace to socialise (e.g. sports, societies) and also 
encouraging people to leave at 5.30 when they can.


